
NEW VOICES PARENT ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

Monday, June 27, 2016   6:30pm     Greenwood Park 

 

 
Attendance: Sari Elkman-Melendez, Kristin Brady, Cindy Mulqueen, Christine Pisano, Jennifer 
Kokinis, Kris Percival, Ami Hassler 
 

 
 Start 6:38 

 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

 Wix came up for auto-renewal on June 16th ($149). Ami checked the records. Someone 
started paying for it in 2014. We don’t know if that person is still a parent. Ami will ask 
Enid for this person’s contact information so we can reimburse/get it put under a 
current name. 

 Taxes - Ami getting paperwork from Kristin. New accountant is in Brooklyn and will 
charge between $1000-$1500. Ami will put Quickbooks info on thumb drive for new 
accountant. 

 

 
School Pictures  
Enid forwarded request from parent to switch from Class Act to Stomping Ground. Kris 
contacted Enid and found the contract for Fall 2016 has already been signed. Kris will email 
Enid to find out who signs this and when. In the meantime, she got a proposal from Stomping 
Ground and forwarded it to the board members. We will table this until more details emerge 
about the process as the switch could not be made until 2017. However, if we change 
companies, we need to notify Stomping Ground early as their dates fill up very quickly.  
 

 
Newsblast 

 Kris spoke to Michele who said it is very straightforward (replace old items with new on 
an existing template). Michele indicated that Enid would like to be involved. She 
suggested that Kris and Enid Partner next year. Michele will train Enid sometime this 
summer and Kris in August. 

 Cindy wants to find new parents to train as backup. 
 

 
Mulee 

 Kristin talked to the rep who indicated that people are buying. She has a question about 
pick up - had scheduled two times the week before school starts. We will get 30 extra 
6th grade boxes this year. Kristin will confirm that we can return unsold boxes with no 
penalty.  

 Discussion - maybe one pick up date is better than two. Not good to have boxes hanging 
around. Last year, 3 7th grade boxes got “lost” during this time. Need to have one pick 
up during orientation, but maybe two sessions - morning and afternoon/evening. 

 Need to ask what % of people are having boxes shipped to their homes. Also, when do 
these get sent out? Upon ordering or close to the beginning of the school year? 

 Kris will email Enid re: New Student Orientation date. 
 

 



Report on New Family Data 

 Kris handed spreadsheet with results out to board members. Also emailed Enid copy. 
 

 
T-shirt Inventory 

 Sold $1,040 worth of t-shirts at Potluck.  
 Sari and Kris will meet at NV to take inventory on Tuesday, 6/28 at 8am. Kris will make 

an inventory checklist chart to use. 
 Do we want to sell bottles again? Kristin - It’s tough to get a low quantity. It took us two 

years to sell the 150 we had. Discussion about size of bottles. Maybe smaller bottles 
that fit better in backpacks would go more quickly. Also, if we can sell them for $10 
they may be more appealing.  

 Cindy will get a quote to see if this can work. 
 

 
Treasurer’s Report (continued) 

 Ami transferred $5000 from paypal to bank, leaving a remainder of about $4000 in 
paypal account. Thinking of this as a cushion/funds we can access in an emergency. 

 Ami will do report for Enid in July. 
 Ami received notification of a new card, but no one seems to have gotten it. She will go 

to bank in the morning to figure out what happened. Cindy told her she could just call 
a 24 hour hotline to get info. 

 Auditorium upgrade - 2 lights that were getting very hot were fixed but the lighting 
system needs an upgrade. If grant Michele set in motion for $100,000 comes through, 
some could go towards this. 

 Ami suggested upping the line item for teacher grants. Still give them $100 at beginning 
of year. The increased overall amount would better reflect subsequent requests (like 
the $200+ for a map, etc.) 

 Frank wants PA to pay for professional development again. 
 Electrical work - what happened with that? No idea. The Eric Adams money can go 

toward this. Cindy will check to see if this has come through and where it is going. Ami 
will forward her emails from Michele concerning grants. Estimates for electrical work 
were $60,000 and the PA just doesn’t have that kind of resources. 

 Last year met with Frank in August. He doesn’t get his budget until the end of June. 
Cindy would like to meet with him sooner than that. She will find out what his schedule 
is for the summer. Need to know if larger items are requested early on as anything 
over $1000 has to be put to a parent vote.  

 Ami will start to plan out next year’s budget.  
 Ms. Herrity is staying on in Visual Arts. Does she need materials? Ami will reach out to 

her. 
 Cindy - there will be an expansion in 6th grade. An extra ICT class is being added. 

 

 
Teacher Appreciation/Interaction 

 The party at Cafe Couleur was nice, but didn’t seem necessary. Maybe send the 
teachers some edible arrangements on Election Day when they are in school to show 
our appreciation. Cindy will create a suggestion box to place near the food so teachers 
can let us know what they need or are thinking. 

 Discussion about how close we need to be to the teachers. Most people don’t have the 
time or desire to be at the school often enough to establish a rapport. 



 

 
Upcoming meetings: 

 Kristin will work on a draft calendar. Kris will email Enid about Curriculum Night date as 
that conflicted with our September meeting last year. We need the voting to happen 
earlier in September, not at the end of the month. Kristin pointed out that holidays are 
scattered all over October and November.   

 Will be very tricky to meet in the fall, due to high school tours and the number of board 
members who are 8th grade parents. 

 

 
Adjourned at 7:48pm 

 


